
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF MARCH 18, 2019 

 

The Work Session of March 18, 2019 was called to order at 6:30 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Rochford via telephone conference call, Commissioner Moscatelli and 

Commissioner Kasko, the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  No comments 

were made. 

 

Ken Thomlinson and George Cox, both from Haddonfield Celebrations Association, 

joined the meeting to discuss the July 3rd fireworks display in the downtown.  Mr. Cox 

reviewed what they are looking for this year regarding road closings, food trucks and 

bounce house style attractions for the kids.  He also stated that an emergency lane would 

be provided for in case of emergencies.  The Administrator noted that the Commissioners 

appreciate that this location is more successful for the sponsor, but there is an issue with 

the request for a rain date.  Between the Fire Department, Police Department, County 

offices and Federal employees who must attend these types of events it is difficult to 

schedule personnel for the two dates.  Mr. Cox asked if just the highway could be shut 

down for a shorter time for a rain date, as there would only then be the fireworks.  It was 

pointed out that Pyrotechnic can only obtain a permit to place the fireworks, but cannot 

get one to dismantle them.  It was noted that they can be set off in the rain, as long as 

there is not much wind.  Mayor Rochford asked if the event could then be posted as a 

“rain or shine” event.  Mr. Cox stated that Pyrotechnic would not set up the fireworks if 

the rain started early enough in the day.  The Administrator indicated that could talk to 

the Police Department about a rain date where only the fireworks were set off.  Mr. 

Tomlinson stated that the big issue is that Pyrotechnic cannot dismantle the fireworks 

once placed.  The Borough Solicitor asked if there was a fee associated with cancelling 

the event within a certain timeframe, to which Mr. Cox stated that there is.  The 

Administrator then asked if the organization has figured out how to make the event more 

profitable for themselves, as compared to the first year.  Mr. Cox stated that they have 

and Mr. Tomlinson reviewed the various ways they have reduced their costs and 

increased their revenue.  He also noted that Celebrations does now send out donation 

requests town-wide twice a year.  The Administrator pointed out that the Borough costs 

are increasing for this event as well and the Commissioners want to make sure you are 

benefitting from this change in venue.  After discussions were held on the various methods 

used in the past to charge residents to view the fireworks Mr. Tomlinson asked if the 

Commissioners wanted the event to be moved back to the high school.  He then pointed 

out that the costs were higher at the high school for the fireworks themselves as 

Pyrotechnic used bigger shells, as well as more of them.  Commissioner Kasko asked what 

the cost difference was for the Borough between the high school and downtown.  The 

Administrator noted that roughly the increase in cost is $8,000.  Mayor Rochford expressed 

concerns about using the high school at this time due to the construction debris and the 

potential hazards involved.  At this point Mr. Tomlinson noted that Celebrations 

Association has already signed a contract with Pyrotechnic for this year’s event.  The 

Administrator suggested keeping the event downtown for this year, but schedule a 

meeting in the fall with Celebrations to discuss the 2020 location prior to a contract being 

signed.  Mayor Rochford stated that we still need to talk to the other departments 



involved about scheduling a rain date for this year’s event.  We need to make sure that 

there is adequate manpower involved on behalf of the Borough, County and Homeland 

Security.  The Commissioners agreed to holding the event downtown for this year, 

although Commission Kasko noted that he would prefer it be held at the high school.  The 

Commissioners also agreed to check with the Police Department about including a rain 

date for the event.  The Administrator anticipated having an answer on that for 

Celebration by the end of this week.  Lastly, the Commissioners agreed to include a 

resolution on the March 26th agenda authorizing the event.  Mr. Tomlinson and Mr. Cox 

left the meeting at 6:59 p.m. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed the various changes made to the draft Zoning 

Ordinance document per previous discussions with the Commissioners.  She will send out 

the updated document to the Commissioners this week.  Mayor Rochford expressed 

concerns about increasing the professional fees paid by the residents when they have 

work done at their homes.  The Administrator replied that in most cases the increased 

professional engineering fees are something that are already being paid for by the 

homeowner.  She then reviewed an additional change requested by the Zoning Officer 

that requires accessory buildings and structures be located behind a home instead being 

allowed in the front yard as they can be now.  It was noted that the Commissioners could 

have this on the March 26th agenda, then before the PB in April and the seconding 

reading at first meeting in April, with a separate meeting before second reading for our 

Planners, T&M Associates, to give a full power point presentation for anyone from the 

public would is interested.  T&M could then attend the meeting for the second reading 

and public hearing for questions only.  Various items from the ordinance were reviewed 

by the Commissioners.  Mayor Rochford asked if the Zoning Board (ZB) was aware of the 

recent changes that have been made to the ordinance.  The Administrator indicated 

that she did not believe that they knew of these changes as yet, but she could send a 

copy of the final draft to the ZB members to ask for their input before the March 26th 

meeting.  If any questions came back that were sufficient enough, we can push the 

introduction back to the next meeting.  Commissioner Kasko stated that we need to 

make sure that this ordinance is reviewed with the ZB so that they understand the intent 

of these changes.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that the ZB Attorney, who has been a 

part of this process, can review the documents with the members.  The Administrator 

asked, assuming an introduction on March 26th and public hearing and adoption on April 

9th, when would the Commissioners like to schedule a public presentation by T&M 

Associates.  After a brief discussion it was agreed to schedule this for April 4th at 7:30 p.m.  

The Administrator advised the Commissioners that this would not be a Commissioner 

Meeting, but a public forum where one of the Commissioners could be available for 

questions and the others in the audience if they wished.  

 

The Administrator then reviewed an event that would include alcohol on borough 

property, which the Commissioners have previously discussed and agreed to.  She noted 

that the sponsor for the event has indicated they would like to hold the event in May.  

We need to move forward with any items that need to be done to allow this event; i.e. 

ordinance changes if necessary, permit requirements, insurance requirements, etc.  

Mayor Rochford asked if the sponsor understood their responsibilities with regards to the 

alcohol, as well as the insurance necessary by the Borough and JIF.  The Administrator 

stated that they are aware that they will need to submit the paperwork for a Social Affairs 



permit through the State, but as we had not finalized everything in the Borough, they did 

not have that information as yet.  The Borough Solicitor reviewed the Borough’s 

ordinance for alcohol, as well as the State Statute for alcohol sales on public property.  

He did not believe that we needed to amend our ordinance.  However, he did suggest 

that an applicant sign paperwork that included terminology and insurance regarding 

alcohol abuse issues.  The Administrator advised that an appropriate application will be 

created, which includes information on insurance requirement, and presented to the 

Commissioners for their review. 

 

Commissioner Kasko reported that there were no new items from the Partnership for 

Haddonfield, LLC (PfH).  He also noted that their budget has not been finalized and 

submitted to the Borough for review and approval. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli announced that he will be away for the March 26th meeting.  

The Commissioners reviewed various options for moving the meeting to a new date, but 

finally determined that the meeting will remain on March 26th as there are public hearings 

on two ordinances that have already been advertised for that date. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed the March 26th agenda.   

 

Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion go into closed session at 7:36 p.m. to discuss 

personnel matters and Bancroft negotiation.  Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion 

which was approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:20 p.m., where the motion had aslo 

been to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


